AUTHORITY OR LIBERTY?
the programme than against its protagonists and those who are charged with the task of putting it into practice. Europe has been a political laboratory for a long time now and will continue to be so for a long time yet. That must be clear even to those who have only an elementary acquaintance with politics. We are living through a great transitional period. In all its spheres the old regime is being transformed into the new. When Mussolini and Goebbels proclaim their systems as the purest forms of democracy, I recognise therein an acknowledgement of the democracy of which I am speaking."
Masaryk had gone off along his favourite line of thought; so I tried to bring him back to the problem of the antithesis between authority and liberty. Therefore I asked him about his experience of the various forms of State Constitutions with which he was acquainted. But today he continued to dwell on the theoretical side of the question.
"I have seen and studied many States/5 he said. "Further, I have read books about them and I have always been a close student of political science. Democracy may be defined in many ways. On various occasions I have given some definitions myself. What is of chief importance for democracy
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